Extended field-of-view ultrasound.
When ultrasound became a clinical reality in the 1970s, extended field of view was the only form of imaging available because all ultrasound images were created with articulated arm scanners that encompassed the area of interest in its entirety. With the advent of high-quality real-time imaging in the 1980s, the extended field of view was lost, and with it went an important diagnostic component as well as an important means of communicating diagnostic findings to referring clinicians. Through the magic of computer technology, extended field of view imaging is back! Extended field of view images can now be created very easily and conveniently, in real time. The convenience and accuracy of real-time imaging is maintained while important anatomical perspectives are added. This article reviews the status of real-time extended field of view sonography. The technical details as well as the clinical relevance of this method are summarized. The day-to-day clinical utility of extended field of view imaging is liberally illustrated.